
Common Law Trademark Declaration

Filed by the Freedmen Reparations Fund Trust

Effective Date:

June 10, 2025

Legal Notice

This declaration serves as the official public notice that the following names, designations, and

visual identifiers are in active use by the Freedmen Reparations Fund Trust and are protected under

common law trademark rights in the United States.

These marks are used in commerce for cultural certification, historical education, event branding,

and public campaigns aimed at preserving the integrity of Juneteenth as a federally recognized

holiday rooted in the specific heritage of Verified Freedmen-those whose lineage traces to persons

formerly enslaved in the United States.

Common Law Trademarks in Active Use

1. Certified Juneteenth

First Use in Commerce: March 23, 2024

Used to certify that Juneteenth events, programs, products, or services have been reviewed and
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approved by the Freedmen Reparations Fund Trust as culturally accurate and historically aligned

with the legacy of Verified Freedmen.

2. Freedmen Nation Juneteenth

First Use in Commerce: April 15, 2024

Used in connection with public education, cultural events, advocacy materials, and organizing

platforms administered by the Freedmen Nation.

3. Juneteenth Cultural Oversight Authority

First Use in Commerce: May 25, 2025

Denotes the formal authority within the Trust for maintaining the historical and cultural integrity of

Juneteenth.

Use of Visual Seals and Design Marks

The Freedmen Reparations Fund Trust asserts common law rights over the Official Freedmen

Cultural Seal, Verified Freedmen ID Emblem, and all logos used at www.freedmennation.org.

Unauthorized Use Policy

Unauthorized usage of the above marks, especially those that misclassify or reframe Juneteenth

away from Freedmen heritage, may result in public takedown requests, cease and desist notices, or

legal action.

Contact

Arthur Watkins

Primary Trustee

Freedmen Reparations Fund Trust

Email: awatkins@freedmennation.org

Website: www.freedmennation.org
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Respectfully submitted:

______________________________

Arthur Watkins

Primary Trustee

Dated: June 10, 2025
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